Chapter Twenty-Two

THE BRITISH MUSEUM AND GREEK SCULPTURE

SOME FEW YEARS  AFTER TOE  WAR,  IN  VISITING THE
British Museum, I noticed that some of the Greek
Marbles were being restored   This reprehensible
practice I had thought long gone out. Later, one day,
to my horror, I noticed that the Demeter Statue had been
tampered with, a plaster nose had been added, and other
additions had been made to shoulders and neck,   Also the
head had received a savage scraping*  I had observed with
apprehension how workmen of the Museum were severely
manhandling the Marbles with some kind of sand and
scrubbing brushes* This restoration of so beautiful a work as
the Demeter made me feel that I had reached the end of my
endurance, so I wrote a letter on May 2nd, 1921, to The
Tirfies as follows:

SIR,

All those who care for antique sculpture view with astonish-
ment and dismay the present policy followed by the British
Museum authorities in, restoring the Marbles, that is, working them
up with new plaster noses, etc,

I have remarked with growing alarm marble after marble so
treated during the last year, I felt the futility of protesting, and
so held my peace, but now that the incredible crime of " restoring "
the head of the Demeter of Cnidus has at last been committed,
the atrocity calls for immediate protest.

No doubt the Museum authorities do not really like the Marbles
in their possession, but why they should translate the masterpieces
into something more nearly approaching the Albert Moore ideal
of Greek, passes my understanding, The Demeter has not only
been improved with a new plaster nose, but to bring the rest of
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